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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Mr. Habiba comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He is accompanied by a professional translator who helps translate between English and Arabic. Mr. Habiba states that he has a total loss of vision and as a result he is unable to perform his visual tasks in the work environment and at home. He had worked in assembly line until approximately four years ago when he states he was unable to see small parts and he was having trouble avoiding hazards in his environment. There is a strong history of retinitis pigmentosa in the family. He was most recently examined with Dr. Ghaleb Hatem on September 6, 2024, and was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa and macular edema. He does not use eye drops. There is a history of diabetes for which he takes metformin.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is no light perception. This is with both eyes, with and without correction, at distance and at near. The pupils are round and sluggish. The muscle movements are smooth and full. Applanation pressures are 10 on the right and 11 on the left. The slit lamp examination shows bilateral posterior chamber lens implants. The media are clear. The fundus examination shows dense bone-spicule pigmentation throughout the periphery and macula on both sides. The cup-to-disc ratio is 0.4 on both sides. There is mild pallor to each optic nerve head. There is no edema. The vessels are quite attenuated.
Visual field testing utilizing a III4e stimulus with the Goldman perimeter shows the absence of a visual field on both sides.
Assessment:
1. Retinitis pigmentosa.
2. Pseudophakia.
Mr. Habiba has clinical findings that are consistent with advanced stage retinitis pigmentosa. This can explain a level of vision that is 20/400 or less. Based upon these findings, one can understand how he has difficulties performing the visual tasks in the work environment. He cannot read small nor moderate size print, he cannot use a computer, and he cannot avoid hazards in his environment. His prognosis is poor.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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